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Climbed wp and read:

" The one krows my sceret who turns me- from this side to the other side.”
And we repeated murmuringly,with a strange joy, this: dusty secret as a prayer
The night vas a siekly river full of mocmlight .

L 1
Hey !... ome ... twe ... three another time
Hey !... ome ... two ... three,ancther time

Sweating ,mourning... ratling,even gometimes weaping
Hey Loi.one .. two... three

We repeated several times

It was so distressing

Put the victory was sweetly tmpreasstng

And while feeling the tangible joy

We were both tired and happy

Full of zest and enthoustasam

One of ua,bearing a little lighter chain

Praising our effort climbed up: :

He eleansed up the layer of soil and mud of the inseription
He read it to himself (But we, impatient)

He motstened his lips by his tongue ( And we did the samel
He' stayed silent.

He glanced at us and stayed silent

He ve — read ,stayed therc with ddzzled eyes

e believed his tongue was nwmb

His looks were taken away by an twyisible distant point
And we roaved :"Read out!"

But he was still silent

"gead it for us!" but he looked at us in silence

After a pause

While hia chain was sounding

He climbed doum.

We look him in a way ae though he were falling doum

We made him ait

He damved our hands and aleo hig oum

MHay | what did you read?"

Swallowing his spittle ,he satd calmly:

"The game!"

"The one knows my secret who turna me from this side to the other gide. "
We looked at the mpon and the Iit night

The night was a sickly river .

-
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BY MAHDI AKHAVAN SALETH
TRANSLATED BY SAEED NABAVI

" Greedy was the one whe aame over the vook o
An Arabie proverb

THE EPIGRAPH

The voek lytng a little farther as though 1t were a mountain

And we a tired multitude , sitting at this side

The women , the men , the youth and the olds

41l related to each other, but by the feat and with ehains

If your heart attrdeted you to a desired one

You oould ereep toward him upto the point it was permitted (According to chaina)

ad
We drdn't know
J It uesaery from our dreams of fear and fatigue
| Or @ ery from somewherewherefue never acked.
It scid @
. "The rock lying there and an old gneester wrote a secret on ©t, toss the coin
. to make: sure..."
It said sc. several times

Then the voice was lost in silence

Ltke a wave that runs auay from itaslf

And we satd nothing

But we said nothing only for-a lap of time

Then if we had any doubt or question

We expressed it only by our looks

; nly it was a full river of fatigue and forgetfulness
Even in our looks,there was silence

The roek was lying a little farthep

The night tnwhich the ealamity fell from the meonlight
And oup feet were suwelling and itehing

tne of us whose chain was a little heavier

Damned his ears ond said groaningly:

"We mist move on'

And we said wearily:

"Even more dammation to our gars and alag to our eyea, but ve must move on."
And we went,crawling,wve went upto where the vock was lying. '

One of us whose chain was a little more released ,

his
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